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Amur Leopard - Biology

The Amur leopard is adapted to the
cool climate by having thick fur which grows up to
7.5 cm long in winter. For camouflage in the snow
their coat is paler than other leopard subspecies. The
Amur leopard's rosettes are widely spaced and larger
than those seen on other leopards. Their tongue has
tiny rasps or hooks, called denticles, which are used
to scrape the meat off of the bones of their prey.

Males generally weigh 32-48 kg, but can
weigh up to 75 kg. Females are smaller than the
males at 25-43 kg.

Females first breed at an age of 3-4
years. After a gestation period of around 12 weeks,
cubs are born in litters of 1-4 individuals, with an
average litter size of just over 2. The cubs stay with
their mother for up to two years before becoming
fully independent. Amur leopards in zoos show some
evidence of breeding seasonality with a peak in births
in late spring/early summer.

In the wild, leopards live for 10-15 years
and they may reach 20 years in captivity.






